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J. do of public pitt, a | hott” 
_& numerous company. aſſembled at the Shakeſ- 
peare Tavern, on Friday, October 10, 1800, to 
7 ee the Anniverſary of Mr. Fox's Firſt Election 
for the city of Weſtminſter, The houſe was en- 
tirely crowded by three o'clock ; z not a room but 
had a party; and the overflow in the great room 
was extreme. About half paſt four o'clock Mr. 
Fox entored the great room, accompanied by fe- 
veral Noblemen and Gentlemen of e 
And, after an abſence of two years, it is not eaſy to 
conceive the applauſe with which he was received 
by his numerous friends, and conſtituents; among 


whom were the Lord Mayor, Lord Beſporough, 


Lord William Ruſſell; Meſſrs. Erſkine, Byng, 
Adair, Courtney; Alderman Seine Kc. dee. f1 
Mr. Fox tœok the Chair. | 
After the cloth was removed, Mr. Fox gave 
The free and independent Electors of Weſtminſter, 


a was drank with three times three. 


Mr. Fox then gave. vo. 


Mr. Byng, and the independent Ele dor of Middleſe, 
| which was likewiſe drank: with three times three. 
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Mr. Brxe returned thanks to the company for 
the honour they had done him. He received with. 
| pride this mark. pf en approhation, and it ſhould 
be his conſtant endeavour/to preſevere in that line 
of conduct which had obtained him this honour, 
and in his attachment to that great and reſpectable 
character, whoſe election they were met to celebrate. 
He condluded with giving. 
Mr. Fox, | 
which was drank with three times three, and the 
warmeſt enthuſiaſm. _ 

Mr. Fox, after thanking the company, delivered 


the following INTERESTING SPEECH, with great. 
animation :— 


„ @ENPTLEMEN; © | | 
Twenty years have now at fince I bad 
5 the honour of being elected one of the repre · 
ſentatives of the city of Weſtminſter“ Theſe 
twenty years, e have been full of im- 
portant events, foreign and domeſtic. In many of 
the citcumſtances Which have diſlinguiſhed that 
interval, the part which an honeſt man had to act 
Was difficult to chooſe and to ſuſtain ; fo difficult, 
indeed, that unleſs he had formed his conduẽ̃t upon 
general principles, applicable to all times, and to 
all events, he muſt have been unable to guide his 
odurſe in ſuch a manner as to ſecure the teſtimony 
of ' his own mind, and the approbation of his. 
country; he muſt have been unequal to the faith- 
ful diſcharge of public duty, during a feries of fuch 
- - eventful years, without a ene Tally liberal, and 
comprehenſive; | 
In ſucha fyſtem I dere FORT the antics on 
which I have to act, and the conduct l had to 
purſue. During theſe twenty years, Gentlemen, 
I have; adhered to the principles on which the Re- 
volution of. 1688 was founded, and to what have 


been 


C9 M0: 


deen known as the tincipl 
land. Amidſt all The trying difficulties with which 


I was ſurrounded, on'f0-many eritieal Ocaſſons, it 


has been my go fortune to entertain theſe ſenti- 
ments which you" have fanctioned by your appro- 
bation, and to follow thlat line of action Which has 


obtained łhe concutrence of the majority of my 
cCoaſtituents! Even during the lift three years, 
when 1 had adopted a fyſtem of retirement from 


public böſineſs, a fyſtem which, to many, appeared 


of doubtful propriety, and concerfiing which, even 


my own opinion has deen the leaſt deeided 5'yet*I 
have had the good fortune to concur with the 
Electors of Weſtminſter; and the ſatisfacion to 


knew that this part of my conduct, whatever dif- 
ference of opinion might have exiſted as t its 


wiſdom and policy, has never been imputed to a 
dereliction of my principles. Loud applaiſe ) 


Gentlemen, if it may be ſaid without tos much 


vanity, this good fortune which has fallen to my 
lot to enjoy, is a leſſon to public men that they 


ought not to truſt their reputation to the fallacious 
teſt of the varying opimions of the day; to the de- 


ciſion of the whims and the caprices of temporiſing 
politics:"* Steady and ſting applauſe, Permanent 
and folid ſupport, are only to be obtained y an 


upright undeviating adherence to great afid liberal 


principles of act ion. Fhè foundation of that equal 


condud, and that honeſt fatne, Gentletnen, id the 
general principle of Yiberty, and of the Tights of 
mankind. Tes, Gentlemen, I repeüt it, the Rights 


of Mankind !—for however that word may have 


been einployed to cover falſe or dangerous Aoctrines, 


men huve-rights; and he who forius bis political 
creed, and rule of conduct upon any thing but that 
principle, acts upon principles that will not bear 


him outs In France; in Ruſſia, or Germany, 
1 — 5 „ ä 
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and, every, country zunder heaven, thoſe rights are 
the birxthright of man, antecedent to the eſtabliſh- 


ment of any. particular form of Gqvernment. 
lt was upon thoſe principles, Gentlemen, that 


ve acted, who thought the American war unjuſt and 
impolitic. Before I had the honour to receive 
that mark of confidence from the EleQors of Welk- 


minſter, in being choſen their repreſentative, I had 
profeſſed. thoſe, ſentiments, and eſtabliſhed them as 
the guide of my Public, life. I did not heſitate to 


declare in Parliament, prior to that æra, in fayour 
of America, oppreſſed by, the mother country, and 
my waſhes, for- the ſucceſs of thoſe men who were 


then fligmatized as. rebels. Thele principles I 
avowed, 1 I thought they contributed to recom- 


mend me to the eſteem and epangengs of the Elec- 
tors of Weſtminſter. 9 

In that war, as in tbe preſent, we 3 
in a conteſt no leſs expenſive and bloody, than un- 
Juſe in its principle. It was not a war for pride or 
aggrandizement, for. honour, or for ſecurity, but 
a War 1 gratify that party which exiſted. then, and 
exifts now in this country; a party that hates liberty, ; 
and would employ 1 the arms of this nation to ſuppreſs 
11. wherever. it bas diffuſed ins eli ings, or agg fark 


Io extend, Its influence ! : 3 


The principles of that rico ae did Me- 
wail. for, a ſeaſon ;.. they were proſecuted at the ex- 
pence of millions of treaſure; at the expence of 


many. foul murders, and much indelible diſgrace, 
But af laſt they were obligedito hide themſelves for 


a time, and to yield to more generous views. The 
principles of liberty reſumed its ſway, and, for a 
while, the doctrines on which the Revolution Was 

founded, regained the aſcendant. 
Unfortunately for the Britiſh Empire that tri. 
umph was not of long duration, It is not for me 
0 


1 > 


to ſay how ſoon the FER of liberty were 
again eclipſed, . The former miſcbievous maxims 


reſumed their dominion; ; and blind muſt that man 


be, who does not. perceive, that, however the two. 
events might differ in collaters) points, the pre- 


fent French war is founded upon the ſame identical 
ear and which produced the American war; 
| principl es Which aim at diſcouraging and deſtroy- 
ing Freedom, and ſetting up in its ſtead a ſyſtem 
of Government, founded upon rudae power and 
harſh dominion, in contradiction to the mild 
and elevating empire of Liberty. To this war, 
therefore, Gentlemen, the principles 1 had adopted 
naturally, and. conſiſtently, impelled me to give 
my oppoſition. It the American war was expen- 
five 1 in its proſecution ; ſurely, it will not be de- 
nied, that this war has been more expenſive ſtill. 
But what was the conſequence of the expence 
which the American war heaped upon us? It 
contributed ultimately to aggrandize America, 
and to eſtabliſh her independence. [f that war 
produced. the aggrandizement of America, what 
has this war done? Has it not in a greater degree 
5 e to France the opportunity of extending 
her territories, and augmenting her glory ? Her 
wer and her fame have increaſed with the ma- 
ignant hoſtility of her foes. But here is the dif- 
ference which renders the conſequences in each caſe 
ſo unequal, —The aggrandiſement of America can- 
not, for ages, menace the repoſe, or the ſafety of 
England. Not ſo, the effect of this war. By 
our enmity, we have made France at once a more 
bitter foe, and a more formidable rival. 
The ſentiment of this country has been de. 
cidedly exprefſed for peace; but what proſpect is 
there of that deſirable event? On my arrival in 
town this morning, 1 was informed that Miniſters 
were 


(6 
were about to give to the world à publication, to 
ſhew that they are not to blame for the failure of 
a negociation, of ſome kind, Which has for ſome- 
tinie been going on, I might here enumerate 
many arguments 10 ſhew that Miniflers do not 
wiſh for peace. I might inſinuate, that they pre- 
fer the continuance of war. Bat why ſhould 1 
infinvate/;;—lI have only to relate. Since that day 
haſt January, when, after an abfence cf ſome time, 
Freturned to Parliament, I think there cannot 
be a doubt entertained reſpecting their intentions. 
We were then told by perſons in High office, that 
it was not to be wiſhed that a former negociation | 
mould have ſucceeded. We were told, that 
thoush a negociation entered into by Miniſters 
had failed; yet it had been uſeful, as it contributed 
10 bring the Nation into a more folid ſyſtem of 
finance ! I confeſs, therefore, that it is with addi- 
tional diſmay and grief, that J hear the news of a 
new failure: becauſe Miniſters will conſider it as 
a fortunate circumſtance; and that it will prove 
the forerunner of ANOTHER ſolid ſyſtemm of finance!!! 
(Loud apjlauſe.) EE 
I know, that in January laſt *“ it was the general 
opimon—not only here, but in moſt countries of 
Europe, that the French Government was fincere 
in the deſire of peace; and every man muſt per- 
ceive, that we might have concluded a treaty at 
that moment upon more favourable terms than 
the moſt ſanguine can now hope to obtain. Whe- 
ther a ſimilar opportunity may now occur, I ſhall 
not venture 10 predict; but J have no heſitation 
to declare it my opinion, that by the preſent Mi- 
niſters it would again be loſt; and thus, after ſo 
1 180 8 many 
* Vide Mr, Fox's Speech, on the Addreſs to his Majeſty 
on the 3d of Feb. 1800, Publiſhed by J. S. Jordan, 


An N 

1 many years of the moſt bloody conteſt in which 
any nation was ever engaged; we find the war no 
leſs hopeleſs, as to its termination, than it is un- 
definable in its object. 

We have ſeen and felt the innumerable evils 
and calamities with which the war bas already 
been attended. The expence alone has been 

enormous. In a juſt war, indeed, we know that 
Engliſhmen would make every facrifice in defence 
of their rights. But, in proportion as they would 
cheerfully devote themſelves for their country, it. 
is lamentable to ſee our blood ſpilt, and our re- 
| ſources ſquandered, for the reftoration of the Houle 


"of Bourbon! f : 


It is grievous to think that the reſources which 
might have availed us in a juſt cauſe, and to repel 
a real danger, muſt be waſted for a quarrel in 
which we have neither intereſt nor jaſtice] It is 
grievous that our - laſt ſtake muſt be expoſed to 
hazard, for the pretenſions of a family, the irre- 
| concileable enemies of the Britiſh name! Can any 
Eogliſhman think of theſe things without grief and 
indignation ? _ | 

I ͤ admit that the reſources of this country have 
proved more extenſive than was believed; and 
that the facility of bringing them into action has 
been greater than could have been calculated. 
Theſe, indeed, would have been grounds of tri- 
umph in a conteſt in which the proſperity and 
honour of England were truly concerned. But 
theſe are advantages only as they are uſed with 
diſcernment, and applied with caution, The cas 
may be illuſtrated by what happens daily in the 
caſe of private perſons. The facility of borrowing 
undoubtedly is good; the advantages of credit 
are highly beneficial, if they are directed by pru- 
dence, and employed to uſcful ends. Yet, as fone 


6. $f of 


Bourbon, and againſt the liberties of the world! 


* 


of us may have too well experienced, that facility 


creet profuſion. Such has been the ſtate of this 
country. The ability to obtain ſupplies, to call 


f our reſources into action, would have been X 
| bleſſing, if our arms had been juſt and pious : if 


our efforts had been employed in defence of li- 
berty. The ſame thing has proved a misfortune 
inſtead of a bleſſing—when it has only fed the rage 


of wild and extravagant enterprize; when it has 


been employed, not merely on idle, but in miſ- 
chievous deſigns; not for great and liberal pur- 
poles ; but for the reſtoration of the Houſe of 


} 


Thefe immenſe ſums have been eaſily raiſed, 


but the effects of this extravagance are more ſe- 
verely felt, and will continue long to weigh hea- 


vily on the country. Not only has every man 
ſuffered a large defalcation in his income, but he 
is debarred from many pleaſures to which he for- 
merly had acceſs, and all his comforts are abridged. 

The preſent high price of proviſions ®, though felt 


fociety, and produces the moſt lamentable effects. 
Upon the cauſes of this unprecedented riſe in the 
price of every article of conſumption I am not 
diſpoſed to deſcant; but, without entering into 
minute or laboured diſquiſition, it muſt appear 


evident to every one that the vaſt addition to our 
national debt, and the conſequent aſtoniſhing en 
creaſe in the amount of the circulating medium , 


j 


moſt ſeverely by the poor, affects every claſs in 


muſt, of neceſſity, have greatly depreciated the 


value of ners and that the war, far from not 
| being 


* 7 de A Plan r 29 AG the High Piice af Bread, Kc. 
In a Letter, addrefled to the Benefit Societies in Great 8 


+ Yide Iniquity of- * Parts I, and II. Publited 


by J. 8. Jordan. 


is extremely unfortunate if it encourages indiſ- 


—— 


being concerned 
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with the high price of proviſions, 


is its principal cauſe, and the grand ſource of that 


as well as all of the other evils which oppreſs us. 
How far accidental cauſes may have aggravated 
the miſchief, I profeſs myſelf unable to diſcuſs; 
but J am confident that, if they have operated at 


all, they have operated to a very limited degree. 


- 


I beg leave here to declare that, though I ſee little 
_ proſpect of thoſe evils being remedied ; they can 
only be rendered more. oppreflive by attempts to 
remedy them by means of tumult and violence. 


I deeply lament the tumultuary meetings which 
lately took place in the city of London, as they 
Could do no good; and might have been produc- 


tive of the moft dreadful conſequences ; but at the 


_ fame timel exceedingly admire the manner in which 
they were ſuppreſſed, and think that it redounds 


to the eternal honor of my Right Honorable Friend 


who now fits near me. Mobs moſt formidable 


and alarming, incenſed by provocations which are 


moſt calculated to make men ſavage and ungo- 
vernable, he happily quelled without violence 
and proved to the world that in the moſt trying 


cireumſtances, coolneſs and ſteadineſs will be effec- 
tual. The events which had happened, were not 
what he could have wiſhed, as it would have been 


more pleaſant for him ſtill, if during bis mayoralty, 
he never had occaſion to call out a. military force 
to preſerve the tranquillity of the city; but they 
had certainly added to his glory, as he had reſtored 
order without bloodſhed, without one innocent, or 
even ohe guilty man, having ſuffered. 


Thefe are ſome of the calamities produced by 


the war; but, great as they are, they are by no 
means the greateſt, The conftitution—our great- 


eſt boaſt and greateſt bleſſing, the ſource of all our 
former proſperity and happineſs—the conſtitution 
* bbs 1 PLN ET 4. 5 | 85 has 
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has been injured. Compare things as they are.now 
with what they were when I had firſt the honor to 
be choſen as your repreſentative. That was a pe- 
riod by no means very favorable to public liberty; 2 
but it was the reign of freedom itfelf compared 
with the preſent! Conſider the dreadful encroach- 
ments which have ſince been made on the liberty 
of the preſs; reflect on the manner in which libels 
were then tried, and look to the manner in which 
they are tried now, and you will ſee that, if hen 
men were not allowed to ſpeak their ſentiments as 
they ought to have been, n0w the moſt Naviſh and 
intolerable filence is impoſed. The change which 
has taken place with regard to perſonal liberty is 
Kill more deplorable twenty years ago were 
"there numbers of innocent men 'confined in dun- 
gebn without hopes of releaſe, on account of in- 
AorreRions and rebellions which never did exiſt 
but in fancy? I am entitled to ſay that they neuer 
did exift but in the imagination of 4 ſet of men 
h raiſe ſuch reports that they may the more 
eaſily depreſs the cauſe of freedom ;—whenever 
the matter has been brought to an iflue and fairly 
inveſtigated by a jury of the country, theſe alarms 
have been proved to be groundkeſs, It is faid that 
the community does not ſuffer, and that what 1 
complain of is trifling. What! is it of no im- 
porrance that numbers of our innocent countrymen 
{for innocent I muſt ever ſuppoſe them till they 
are proved to be guilty), thould be needlefsly 
deprived of their bets” ha ſubjected to the moſt 
crael ſufferings *? I am even ſuppoſing that they 
are ireated With kindneſs, as Government profeſles 
to uſe them as well as their circumſtances will per- 


= - Fide An Meet Cele of Gate Diſcovered in 
the Coldbath- fields Priſon, by the Grand and Traverie Juries 
of the County 'of Middleſex,” Publiſhed by J. 8. Jones: 8 
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mit, yet} though they may not experience any ex 
traordinary 'rigbur, their privations muſt be great, 
and their ſituation painful in the extreme: they are 
debarted from all intercourfe' with their friends ; 
they are ſtrangers to the ſweets of ſoctety ; they are 
condemned'to the moſt drenry ſolitude. I know not 
the number of thoſe unfortunate men; but there 
could not have been one in former times, when 
Engliſhmen were Engliſimen when the conſtitu- 
tion was unimpaired when the principles of lie 

berty were underſtood, were eſteemed, and acted 
upon. If the power of confining the innocent 
exiſts, the number of thoefe confined is not very 
important; bur this is a power which the preſſure 
of the times never called for, and the granting of 
which proves that our freetom is nb more! The 
moſt worthy member of ſqciety, our neareſt rela- 
tions, we outſelves, may next day' ſhare the fate 
of thoſe whioſe hardſhips we lament. 
From what has happened in a neighbouring 
colintry, it appeats ſtill more clearly that there 
is e and fPemitic plan. for dipteſſing the 
cauſe” of "liberty and, 'enflaving* th people. Tus 
mults were excited by the ' moſt” utjuſtifiable mea- 
ſures, and afterwards were quelled by means of 
the moſt dreadful atrocities. '” Villages were ſet 
on fre torture in its moſt botrid forms'was ems 
- ployed to gain diſcoveries —and military power was 
freed of all cowrRobl from civil autbority *. 
Vet both in this country, and in Ireland, governs 
ment had been complimented for ſuppreffing the 
rebellion, though it had been ſuppteſſed by arts 
fill more reprehenſible than thoſe which originally 
fomented it. That unhappy country has now, by 
a continuation of the ſame ſyſtem of tyranny and 
Vide The Cauſes of the Rebellion in Ireland Diſcloſed. 
By an Iriſh Emigrant. Publiſhed by J. S. Jordan. | 
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oppreſſion, been forced into what is called. an 
Union, and thus deprived of every thing dear to 
It as an independent ſtate. I do not ſpeak of the 
policy of the meaſure in the abſtract, nor pro- 
nounce that in no circumſtance it could have been 
advantageous. or adviſeable; but I moſt ſtrongly 
condemn the manner in which it was brought 
about. By the means of a Parliament, which 
it was allowed, did not fairly repreſent them, and 
Was yreerly incapable 1o govern them, theſe peo- 
ple were compelled, againſt their decided inclina- 
tion, to give up their independence, and to aban- 
don their ſeperate. exiſtence. French politics 
have been the conſtant theme of miniſterial decla- 
mation and abuſe, but you ſec here, an imitation 
of the moſt reprehenſible part of the conduct of 
the rulers of France allude to their practice of 
uniting countries to the Republic, under pre- 
tence that theſe countries wiſhed to fraterniſe 
with them. . I; : 5 2 5 n | 4 8 Wt 4 7 : a ; | 
In ſhort, Gentlemen, a moſt. lamentable change 


7 - 
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has taken place, and no one of theſe principles 
exiſts which diſtinguiſhed this country when firſt 
1 I. had the hanour to repreſen, br. This change, 
il | Though great, has been gradual, and may not have 
. ſtruck thoſe. ſo powerfully who are conſtamly mix- 
1 8 ing in the buſy ſcenes of life, as him who. lives 
N ſecluded from the world, and only occaſionally 
emerges from bis retreat. The ſyſtem of oppreſ- 
ſion at any rate has now reached a dreadful height, 
and every philoſophical mind muſt foreſeethe grand 
object is the deſtruction of liberty. That mind 
which does not is certainly very different from mine. 
\s the ſyſtem CES it may be imagined _ by 
| E that I ſhould alter with it; but for that I am. 
now too old, and I am determined to adhere to 
the principles of my youth. * 


„ 

If the Electors of Weſtminſter imagine that 
their intereſts would be better promoted by having 
another in place of their preſent. nominal Repre- 

ſentative (for I confeſs I do little more than re- 
preſent them by name) I am ready to make, way 
for him with alacrity ; but to temporiſe; to fritter 
| down conſtitutional principles; to hold a lower tone 
than I have been accuſtomed to hold; and ceaſe to 
follow that line of conduct which eee. 
me to your favour, I am altogether unable. IfI 
{ſp eak at all; J muſt ſpeak out thoſe principles 
Which have diſting uiſhed England for ſo many 
centuties. I muſt Tap, that in _eyery,country—in 
Auſtria, in Ruſſia, in Pruſfia, in France, the oaly 
legitimate Sovereign is the People, and that _— 
in proportion as Governments are the genuine Re- 
preſentatives of that Sovereign, they are legitimate, 
and calculated to promote the happineſs of the 
people. I muſt ever ſtand up in defence of thoſe 
principles of liberty; of Whig principles, of thoſe 
principles which brought about the Revolution of 
1688, and which alone could, juſtify. it. Upon 
thoſe principles the French, and not the Engliſh, 
were the proper perſons to determine, whether the 
Bourbons ought to reign in France. That queſtion. 
being determined by. them properly or improperly, 
it matters not; Auſtria, Pruſſia and Great Britain, 
acted in the moſt unjuſtifiable manner in attempt- 
ing to conſtrain them. The war Tas unjuſe in its 
origin and unjuſt in its continuance, as. France has 
Ws been fincerely inclined to make peace with 
We have thus. ſpilt our blood, ſquandered our 
1 and contracted a load o/ nalional debt we. 
are unable to bear, not in ſupport of our independence. 
not in ſupport of our commerce, not in ſupport of 
our colonial poſſeſſions, not even to add to our military 


fame, 
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fame, but alone to DEPRESS FREEDOM and projucte 
tHe" CAUSE of DESPOTISM. CET AT Oe 


- do ſuſpect that theſe truths are aw too old for 


common ears, though I may utter them without 
znpropriety in the prefence of my conſtituents.— 
The only alternative which remains for me, there. 
fore, is to be ſilent, except among them, till the 
arrival of better times, when I ſhall be at liberty 
to ſpeak in a manly tone, and toſupport the'Con- 
ſtitution of my country. At my time of life, I 
cannot adopt new ſyſtems according to the faſniòn 
of che day. I know there are changes in circum£ 


cumſtances which demand correſponding changes 


in practice; conſiſtency may be puſhed too fat; 


and becomes improper, when the ſtate of ſociety 


and of public opinion has altered. But it, is for 
young men who are entering on public life, and 
whoſe character is ſtill to be obtained, to regulate 
their conduct by the faſhion of the day; not for 


thoſe who have paſſed their life in maintaining a par- 


ticular ſyſtem of opinions, and have already gained 


the eſteem of their countrymen by their ſteadineſs. 


I feel the deepeſt gratitude to you, and to all 
the People of England, who honour me with their 
approbation; but, I muſt inform y6u, that J ſtill 
mean to ſeclude myſelf from public buſineſs. My 


time of action was over when thoſe principles were 0 


extinguiſhed. on which I acted. 

1 have, at preſent, no more to lay, Gentlemen, 
but that I will ſteadily adhere to the principles 
which have guided my paſt conduct. Thoſe re- 
quire that I thould continue abſent from Parlia- 
ment; but I ſhall ever maintain, that the baſis of 
all politics is juſtice that the haſt s of all Conſtitu- 
tions is the SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE :—and 
that from the People alone, Kings, Parliaments, 
Judges, and Mogitrates, detive all their autho- 


rity.” 3 
N | „ On 


| e 
On fitting down, Mr. F ox gave - 
The Health of the Lord Mayor; and the Indepeadert 

FElectors of the City of London; 72 
Which being drank, with loud applauſes, 

The Loxy Mayo roſe, and, in a few words, 
expreſſed his ſenſe of the honour conferrecl on him 
by this public mark of approbation. He begged 
leave to aſſure the Meeting, that it had been his 
uniform endeavour, from the firſt moment of his 
coming forward in a public capacity, to the pre- 
ſent time, to regulate his conduct by ſteady con- 
ſtitutional principles. In this line of conduct it 
Was bis firm purpoſe always to adhere; and he 
looked forward, with confidence, to a continuance 
of approbation from all genuine friends of the 
* 5 

Mr. Fox next gave 


A ſpeedy Peace between Great Britain and the French 
Republic; 
Which was drank with the warmeſt teſtimonies of 
applauſe. 

Lord WILLIAM RussELL, upon 12 healch 
being drank, returned thanks to the company for 
the honour they had done him; and aſſured them, 
that he ſhould ever adhere to the principles and 
practices, to which he muſt be indebted for that 
portion of public favour, which was ſo liberally 
beſtowed on him. 
After the health of Mr. Erfkine, with the Trial 
by Jury, had been drank, with the warmeſt ap- 
plauſe, Mr. ER SK INE N and began, by return- 
ing his ſincere thanks to the Meeting for the high 
bonour they had done him, by coupling his name 
with the nobleſt and moſt invaluable privilege of 
Eogliſnmen. When he reflected that the rights 
of Juries had been ſupported by men of talents, 
55 — E to any which he n pretend to, 

5 | he 


9 
be was ſometimes unable to account for the par- 
tialiey which had, at different times, been ſhnewn 


him on tnis ſubject. He could only ſuppoſe, that 


the union of his name with this invaluable privi- 
lege aroſe from its falling to bis lot ſucceſsfully to 
detend ſome individals, who, by their boldneſs 
in oppoſing tyranny, bad excited” the hatred of 
a Miniſtry, which, (as had been well obſerved by 
his Honourable Friend) ſince that period, had, 
without even the form of a trial, doomed to the 
horrors of a dungeon, many perſons whoſe inno- 
cence might, perhaps, in a court of juſtice, have 
been as clear as that of his clients, who were ac- 
quiited in 1794. He rejoiced, in having been 
inſtrumental in the acquittal of thoſe innocent 
men; but, when he conſidered the general ſtate 


of affairs at preſent; when he conſidered how little 


effect his efforts, in behalf of freedom, had produced, 
he could not help lamenting the decay of public 
ſpirit; he could not help deploring the many viola- 
tions of the Conſtitution, which, the laſt few years, 
had exhibited— When he reflected on the greater 
exertions of many other Friends of Freedom, and, 
in particular, on the energetic efforts of his Hon. 
Friend, and when he ſaw how ineffectual they had 
been, it was impoſſible, not to be impreſſed with 
a deep ſenſe of public degeneracy. 

He could, at this time, have wiſhed to have 
been filent reſpeCting the ſeceſſion of his Hon. 
Friend; but the modeſty with which he had 
ſpoken of that ſubject, rendered it neceſſary to add 
a few words farther at preſent—His Hon. Friend 
had been blamed by many perſons for this part of 
his public conduct: it had been repreſented as an 
unjuſtifiable dereliction of the duty he owed to his 
conſtituents, as well as his country. But to ſee 
chat . heben. Was Kale it was only neceſſary 

to 


dc advert to the uniform line of conduct which his 
Hon. Friend had purſued ; it was only neceflary 
to do this to be convinced that he had retired from 
the exerciſe of his public duties, when every effort 
had been tried in vain to arreſt the wild progreſ?s 
of a deſperate Miniſtry to rouſe the dormant 
energies of an infatuated people. Had he not, ere 
the conteſt with this country and France began, 
pointed out to bis electors, (in a Letter which the _ 
public at large no doubt had peruſed) the evils of a 
war which was then about to be declared? Had 
he not during every ſtage of this ruinous conteſt 
remonſtrated wich that eloquence peculiar to him- 
ſelf againſt its continuance? Was it till after every } 
effort had been tried; was it till all theſe efforts gag 
been ineffectual, that he retired from public labors, 8 


— — 


to the repoſe of domeſtic life? „„ 
But even after this ſeceſſion had he omitted any 
opportunity of coming forward where there was 
any probability of effectually promoting the cauſe 
he had uniformly ſupported? That he had not, 
might be proved from many circumſtances: but 
without adverting to theſe, was it not evident from 
the conduct he had adopted in the beginning of the 
Alaſt ſeſſion of Parliament? He had then made, 
what might be termed, his laſt effort in behalf of 
the reſtoration of peace. es 
Alt the end of the laſt cam 


. paign, when ſucceſs hall . 

_ waited on the arms of our allies; when hardly a 
ſingle Freneh ſoldier was left throughout all Italy, 
the Chief Conſul of France had, in a manner which 

in the firſt inſtance left no room. to doubt of his 
ſincerity, expreſſed an ardent wiſh that friendſhip 
ſhould be reſtored betwixt Great Britain and France. 
_ —What then was the anſwer which our Miniſters 
had returned? Had they ſent back an anſwer 
couched in language of conciliation—an anſwer _ 
ER ſuch as a ſincere love of peace ought to have in- 
pPired? No; on the contrary, they had ſent back _ 
w oC ST 
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an anfieer! the moſt violent, the moſt FO urd, the | 
moſt contemptuous perhaps ever invented. On 
this occaſion his Hon. Friend had conſidered it his 
duty to come forward and arraign the procedure of 
Miniſtry, and never were his great talents more 
ably and vigorouſly exerted; but had this diſplay _ 
of them any effect? Had it procured a ſingle vote 
in Parliament, or had it changed the opinion of any _ 
one formerly attached to the meaſures of admini- 


ſtration? It had not produced either of theſe 


effects, and therefore, with the molt exact pro- 
priety, his Hon. Friend had reſolved to continue 
in his ſeceſſion till ſome great change of public 
opinions ſhould ſeem to require his appearance.— 
Since that time no change has taken place. Even 
now it ſeems propable that Miniſters were anxious 
to break of the negociations of the Emperor of 
| Germany. Even now they ſeemed anxious to - 
.< creep into every corner,” to prevent pacification. 
Whether his Hon. Friend would ever again come 

forward in the exerciſe of his public duties muſt be 

left wholly to his own wiſdom ; but there was no- 
| 3 in the aſpect of the times which could 8817 
a hope of his ſoon reſuming them. 

Mr. Erſkine concluded by obſerving, that on 
en occaſions, when there was any proſpect of 
ſucceſs, his Hon. Fricnd, by appearing in his place, 
ſhewed his unſhaken attachment to thoſe great 


principles of liberty, by which his public conduct 
had ever been regulated. 


After Mr. Erſkine kwiſhed, the following toaſts 
were given from the chair: 


Liberty all over the World. 
The Memory of the Liberty of the Preſs. e 
Mr. Grattan, and the Friends of Freedom in i - 
In the courſe of the evening, Mr. RokINSOO0 
ſung the following Soxcs ; which, we underſtand, 


were written by him, and mich u were rapturouſly : 
Peg OE} 


Reg Eon WONG 


— 


1 "% 


„„ 
How chang'd are the times, and our people of late, 
When my brother John Bull has no uſe for his pate? 
A head without tongue ev'ry wiſe man maintains, 
1s juſt as abſurd as a tongue without brains. 
5 Sing Ballinamona ora, | 
Mo head without tongue then for me. "Yo 
Fine laws have been made, for the good of the land, . 
And our heads are now placed where our heels us'd to ſtand, 
Topſy - turvy's the word where fair Order had birth, . 
And this once land of plenty's now chang'd to a dearth. 
, . 71 | 
| No plenty of flarving for me. 
But ſtill it is ſome conſolation to think, 
Ho little we need either victuals or drink, _ 
For the Miniſter firm in ſupport of his laws, 
He's given to a Juſtice the key of our jaws. | . | 
1 Sing Ballinamona, GW. „ e 15 
No juſtice to lock jaws for me. 


When enflav'd thus the People, the Minifters then 
Send to Botany Bay all who dare to complain; 
And Religion they mock, when we've ſcanty of meat, 
For they publiſh a Faſt, when there's nothing to eat. 
n ee d CART 
No mock of Religion for me. 


"Thoſe ills to prevent, when the City combine, 
And tneir King to addreſs, thro' humanity join; 
'Tho' millions of People thro? poverty groan, + 
The. cries of the Nation are ſhut from the Throne. 
» Sing Ballinamona, cc. 
Mo tricks with Petitions for me. 


But faſting and filence the mind muſt unlink, c 
As the leſs we all talk—why the more we muſt think, 
Let us think what we will, we can never ſay wrong, 
While we all have the freedom of holding our tongue, 

Sing Ballinamona, c. EM 

No freedom that's tongue-ty'd for me. | 
Tho' our mouths they have ſhut, they have open'd our eyes, 

For they've filled all the land with informers and ſpies, | 
With plots, darts, and popguns they've made the town ring, 

And all 'gainft the Life of our moſt gracious King, 
Sing Ballinamona, c. „ | 
No plots, darts, or popguns for me, EY 
7 CONT > ND | — 'Gainft 
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DE Ds 77 24 x 

3 *Gaind the will of the People long wars they' ve maintain'd 

Which this Land of much blaod and much treaſure have drain 'd: 
Bur attempts againſt Freedom 2 vain ate, we ſee - 

For Au RIC As loſt, and all Francs is now e | 

Sig; Ballinamons, n 

No wars againſt freedom for me. 1 55 Fu 


Thoſe wars to prolong too, we've found e out, 15 length, | 

"That we each muſt give up of our Income a tenth ; - = 

And if, in the paſt, we the future can view, . 

| We mall find, the next year, that a tenth will not 401 
8 25 Les, Ballinamonas, '&c, Ze 5255 

8 No Tax upon Income for me. C Ubts 24144 


* 
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oF But at what they are in I ne'er e 85 3 


Tho' in eight years they've doubPd the N aber Derr: I 
12 2 May double and treble it over and 0 er, 5 


Ver the ſpirit of FREEDOM, alas! is np. more. 
Sins, Ballinamona, Sc. As 
O, that all Felt that Jpirit like ne? 


$4 In their wars tho they've faild—they by. us ſhould be prais'd, © 
Wu to keep us all inug, lofty : barracks: have rais'd, 
| But they're built, and we're told they're not meant for a Job, 
That a gentleman- oldier ſha" nt mix with. tis . 
| Sing Ball: Tnamona, Sc. | POT 
No . an barracks for MEE on in nn rl 4 


Billy ſays, that his Laws, which are calb'd withed auff, 
Were madly oppoſed by the vile blue and buff, 
And he {wears he'll have vengeance on that witked 2 


For when ſtripped to their buffs, they II all an anighty be 
+ Sing allinamona, Sc. | 


No true blue and buff” boys 7 WE, 14S 
Very blue muſt this Nation then look, ſure. nous] 


f all thoſe wo * him ſhould be , 
| 4 we * „ 68” * rer d ler buff; 
3 pF 2 = e 2 5 0 „„ „ 
1 : * * & * * "i * %* . „ 
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But bere A i 00 3 let us bigqd . 
Round their brows, who are firm in the cauſe of mankind: — 
Here's the Man or HU P sor, ſo honeſt in fame, 


N That no Faul. mouth'd apoſtates can tarniſh his name. 
Ni Ballinamona, Me. | Wy 7 
—_—_: "The 1 4 the me, 
1 1 43 2 
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9 | ENGLISHMAN's TREE of LIBERTY, PE. 


FOR purpoſes meet, we all terms daily . | 
The Wuls of to-day is a Tozxy t0-morrowy: 
Names, or nick. names, when call'd, I regard juſt the ſame, 
For, believe me, I'm that from which Waris took f its name. by 


Bk yet I'm a Demecrat call'd, you muſt know. 3 

| ſome, to our dear ConsTITUT1ION a yo E 

Let them grumble or cavil at what 1 may be, - | 
IT will frand or L'II fall under L1iBERTY'S «7 OE 5 


This TEE which GRBar AlrREP firſt ſet 3 in the Land, 
For ages has food. —and for ages may't land !— | 

And may he who a /cion or branch would invade 

N. ever taſte of thoſe ſweets we feel under its ſhade. 


- Tho? its texture's ſo pure, tis beyond your belief, „ "CY 5 
Vs leaſt breath of co ruUPTION would ſhrivel each leaf; J 
By attempts to opprefs it—as oft has been ſeen— „ 

* Juref 70 flouriſh, and ſhoot Forth more green. go 15 
When drooping 'twas once, certain Garp'ntRs appear'd, FE ag 


With banners and lances to FREEDOM uprear'd ; 
| Determin'd to ſee it bloom forth in full pride, i 
= They tranſplanted it cloſe to the Tanamzs' verdant ſide. 


\ 


92 2 


x | 


One branch that ſhot forth from: the old ock they took 9 
Which they dipp'd in the ſtream o' er its parent they ſhook; VV 
Each ſanctify'd drop was by Heaven decreed, © 7 
| To make it fair flouriſh on FAM” D  RynnzTwzap! . . Ef 
855 - + The Publiſher has dern 83 with · a copy of the wore ws" 4 F. 4 
ſince the publication of the former editions of chis 3 e „ 
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| And thoſe 3tho 3 it, by all, we ad. 
erer d it, as DRUIDS the oa did Hold; — {Yr 
So a COMPACT they made with the Lonp or Tur Land; 


That! it there ſhould REMAIN, and UNTOUCH” 9 raus. 


—_—_— 


"2 . 
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But, 0 55 s ſucceeding, this Compact was brot * 
= die Taz, or fonc ſeaſons, felt TYRANNY's Des 
"When Providence, Wirrrau, to uccour it drew ; Rs. 
A Eren N 711—it By md anew . $4 . 
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e plainly ap 
V. ber d 8 . the green, initerſpersd Nets: and: ere 
Vet its ö flamin#s, ſuch, beyend queſtion or foul". SAP 
© That Its natural Peength muſt Joon. bring it about. | 0 


11 we ſect in fuck Fealth, as we had it NE Res 
Aud as beauteous às when\RunNeyMeaD it ſtood: on, 
"Come, fill Ep Bumper from LIN RATV'S SPRING— +: 
HE en beteten, Conet177109, and ite 0 n, 


un gs e app priate ſongs 8 
e others, that of 705 Should. 
209-8 ter 55 our: Coaſts, Sc.“ the. ſpirit of: 


* 


=> Which ſeemed to be deeply: felt by the eee. 7 


Aud was conſequently warmly. applauded. GE 
"4 Mr. Fox retired amid the applauſes of 
7 company. about -half-paſt eight; after. which the. — 
; = ting broke up, after a day ſpent in the utmoſt" * 8 
8 2 meal 1285 Harmanpe!, 52755 8 
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